Figure 1. General map of part of the central coast of Peru and the location of the site of El Pacífico (map by Luis A. Flores).
The archaeological features of El Pacífico are grouped into two sectors located at two different altitudes (Figure 2 ): r Sector A, the lower mound (at 100m asl), is located in the south-eastern part of the site and shows a stratigraphic profile, approximately 60m long, exposed due to the destruction of part of the mound (Figure 3 ). This reveals a succession of overlapping platform walls, a classic example of the burial of earlier structures (Bonnier 1997) . A 2 × 2m pit at the top of the structure revealed a 2m overlap of construction fill, consisting of a stratum of vegetable-fibre bags (shicras) covering structures of angular stones. Among these layers were a few fragments of Early Formative ceramics. Underneath the fill it was possible to identify a pre-ceramic level of at least 4m in thickness. r Sector B is a mound on the highest part of a rocky hill, at 150m asl ( Figure 4 ). It is a quadrangular mound 40 × 40m, and 10m in height. The hill was covered with terraces of stone, giving a stepped appearance. At the top of this mound, we excavated seven units (an area of 29m
2 ), revealing up to three overlapping periods of construction. From top to bottom, these consist of a large building, facing north-west, featuring at least two large quadrangular enclosures with multi clay floors. Beneath this was a layer of stones bagged in fibres (shicras) that covered a low circular platform ( Figure 5 ). Under this occupation, in another unit, we discovered a pre-ceramic layer, containing cotton and guava seeds, itself covering a straight stone wall. In addition to excavations at the site, we are also researching its location within the wider region. Viewshed analysis demonstrates that El Pacífico has almost complete visibility over the inter-basin area and, at the same time, was itself visible from other contemporaneous settlements and various natural points. The settlement was a landmark in a larger visual field that formed a powerful social landscape (Figure 6 ). At the macro-spatial level, the geographic location of the site in a central position between two valleys, from where it was highly visible, induces us to think that the construction of the site may have represented the first attempt to organise the ancient landscape of pre-Hispanic Lima, where El Pacífico represented a central node in a larger system of settlements. At the micro-spatial level, it has been possible to determine that the site's builders made modifications to the hill itself, cutting into the natural rock, encasing it with stonewalled platforms and depositing clean construction fills as part of a structure burial process, widely documented in the Andes (Bonnier 1997) ; over time, this generated the two mounds at El Pacífico. The evidence suggests a communal use of space that perhaps served as a major source of social cohesion among multiple-households. Clearly, the social group based in the area appropriated this natural location, making it an anthropologically meaningful place. Even after its abandonment, the site continued to have meaning for subsequent societies, as evidenced by an intrusive burial of two sacrificed llamas (Lama glama) dated to at least 2000 years ago.
